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Grammar deals with the structure and use of words, and of how these words relate to, or are connected to other words in a sentence, and with how that relationship can change, depending on whereabouts in the sentence the words are used, and with how individual words can be changed and modified.

Syntax  deals with the structure of sentences, and of how words in a sentence can be  arranged to provide a clear meaning, and with the correct way of using words in a sentence.

Though Grammar differs from Syntax, both are so intertwined that little reference is made to their different structure and use; often one depends on the other.

SENTENCES

Predicate of a sentence is that part of the sentence that tells WHAT the subject does, or did, or said, etc,  In the sentence above, the predicate is  rides his bicycle to school.

Whom were we talking about?  We were talking about Jason.


So Jason  is the subject of the sentence.


What were we saying about Jason?

We were saying that Jason rides his bicycle to school.
So, rides his bicycle to school is the predicate of the sentence.

In order to say something meaningful about the subject, the predicate must have a doing,  or saying , or telling, word.  Such a word is also called an action  word.  The proper grammatical term to use is VERB.

In the sentence, Jason rides his bicycle to school,  the verb, or action word, is rides.  What does Jason do?  He rides  (his bicycle to school,)  {Jason does not carry his bicycle, or push it, or drag it.  What he does is ride it.} 

The Subject must be some-one or some-thing, so it must have a name.  Every person or thing must have a name.  That name is called a NOUN.  The name, Jason, is a noun.

Sentence is a group, or unit, of words, so connected that they make complete sense. and say something about someone or something else.

In order to tell something about someone or something else, a Sentence must have both a Subject and a Predicate.


Example of a sentence:  Jason rides his bicycle to school.
Subject of a sentence is that part of the sentence that tells WHO or WHAT we are talking about, that is, what the sentence is about.  In the sentence above, we are talking about Jason; so the subject is Jason.

Topic Sentence


The Topic Sentence refers to the chief sentence in a paragraph, usually, but not necessarily, the first sentence.  The topic sentence is the sentence that tells what the paragraph is discussing.  In the paragraph above, the topic sentence is:

To become a good dog doctor, it is necessary to love, and to understand, dogs. 

The remaining sentences in the paragraph support the topic sentence.

FIGURES 0F SPEECH

Adjective is a word that tells more about, or qualifies, a Noun.

Examples are:  blue flowers, happy child, three months, full moon, first prize.

Adverb is a word that tells more about, or qualifies, a Verb.


Jason slowly rides his bicycle to school.

Alliteration 

Is using the same sound at the beginning of multiple words

e.g. 

· The sugary syrup is sticky and sweet

· But a better butter makes a batter better.

· A big bully beats a baby boy.

Refers to the repetition of the same letter or syllable at the beginning of two or more words, close together in a sentence:


Ruin seize thee, ruthless king!


A load of learning lumbering in his head.


Wilful waste makes woeful want.


The fair breeze blew, the white foam flew,


The furrow followed free.


We were the first that ever burst


Into that silent sea.   

Alphabetical Order

Alphabetical Order refers to the arrangement of words in the order in which the initial letter appears in the alphabet.  Words in a dictionary, and names in a telephone directory, appear in alphabetical order.


Examples:  apple, bun, cat, dog, egg, flower, goat..


If several words begin with the same letter, then the second letter determines the order, and if these are the same, then the third letter, and so on.


Ape, apple, apply, aptitude, optical, optician. I

Antonyms are words that are opposite in meaning.

Clause

A Clause is a group, or unit, of words that forms part of a sentence and that includes both a subject and a predicate and adds to the meaning of other words in the sentence.

The boy, who had been riding his bicycle too fast, failed to take the corner and landed in the ditch.

There are three clauses in this sentence:


The boy failed to take the corner.


who had been riding his bicycle too fast,


(The boy) landed in the ditch.

Conjunction is a word that joins other words, or phrases or clauses or sentences, together.


We need to buy some apples and oranges.

The girl in the blue dress and carrying a bunch of flowers is my cousin.

Let us go to the beach and have a swim, but we must return early.

All these parts of speech will be discussed more fully later.  Their use, and the relationships between them, form the province of GRAMMAR.

Gerund

A Gerund is a verbal noun, functioning as both verb and noun.


Jenny loves swimming.   Swimming is a gerund.

Homonyms are words which have the same pronunciation (sound the same) but which are different in spelling and meaning.


one/won   to/too/two   be/bee   blue/blew

Hyperbole 

Hyperbole an extreme exaggeration not meant to be taken literally

e.g. The kitchen has enough saucepans to build a spaceship

Hyperbole is the use of exaggeration as a rhetorical device or figure of speech. In rhetoric, it is also sometimes known as auxesis. In poetry and oratory, it emphasizes, evokes strong feelings, and creates strong impressions. As a figure of speech, it is usually not meant to be taken literally.
· My grandmother is as old as the hills.

· Your suitcase weighs a ton!

· She is as heavy as an elephant!

· I am dying of shame.

· I am trying to solve a million issues these days.

Metaphor compares one thing with another by applying a noun or phrase to an object or activity to which it would not normally apply.

describing something by saying it is something else

e.g. The chef is a robot


The wind was a torrent of darkness among the gusty trees,


The moon was a ghostly galleon tossed upon cloudy seas,

The road was a ribbon of moonlight over the purple moor,

And the highwayman came riding –

Riding – riding –

The highwayman came riding, up to the old inn door.








From  The Highwayman








  By  Alfred Noyes

Are you able to pick up the three metaphors in the above verse?0
Noun

 is the name of any person, place or thing.

In the sentence, Jason rides his bicycle to school, there are three nouns:   Jason, bicycle and school.
Sometimes a sentence reads more easily if a thing or person is not referred to by its name but by a substitute word.


Instead of the sentence above about Jason we could have written:


Jason is riding Jason’s bicycle to school.

This would still be an accurate, and a grammatically correct, statement, but its syntax would be poor.  It is much better to provide a substitute word for the second Jason, and so we do:


Jason is riding his bicycle to school.


The substitute word, his, is called a PRONOUN.

Onomatopoæia 

Is  words that sound like the describe

e.g. The cutlery clinks together as the waiter clears the table

Refers to words in which the sense is represented by the sound.  Or, as the poet, Alexander Pope, said, ‘The sound is made an echo of the sense.’

We can think of the quacking of ducks, the purring of cats, the barking of dogs, the baaing of lambs.

And this, from a poem about an office worker on a hot day, seeing an ice cart go by, imagining himself in the cool Arctic regions, buried 

Beneath a gentle drift of snow,


Snow drifting gently, fine and white


Out of the endless Polar night,


Falling and falling evermore


Upon that far untravelled shore,


Till I was buried fathoms deep


Beneath that cold white drifting sleep,

Sleep drifting deep,

Deep drifting sleep….

The carter clutched a sudden whip:

I clutched my stool with startled grip,

Awakening to the grimy heat

Of that intolerable street.

Paragraph

A Paragraph is a group of sentences that discusses the same thing.

To become a good dog doctor, it is necessary to love, and to understand, dogs.  Never forget that the mentality of one dog is totally different from that of another.  The sharp wit that sparkles in the quick eye of a fox terrier, for instance, reflects a mental activity totally different from the serene wisdom that shines in the eye of a St Bernard.

Three sentences, but all discussing the one thing.

Phrase

A Phrase is a group of words without a verb, but which adds meaning to the other words in the sentence.


The boy in the brown shirt was sitting under a tree.

The main  part of the sentence is:  The boy is sitting.

Which boy?  The boy in the brown shirt.

Where was the boy sitting?  He was sitting under a tree.  So in the brown shirt and under the tree


are both phrases.

Participle

A Participle is a word that has the functions of both a verb and an adjective.  It is a verbal adjective.

The burning candle was placed too close to the curtains and set both them and the house on fire.

Burning is a participle.  It describes an action, burning, so is part verb, but at the same times describes the candle, so is part adjective.

Participles can also form part of a verb.


The boy is running.


The girl is swimming.


The tree has fallen across the road.

Running, swimming and fallen are all participles.

Personification 

giving human qualities to an animal or thing

e.g. The strong smell of fish punches me in the face

Refers to the use of the pronouns he or she, or of another word, to give personality to something which is not a person.

Just look at that ship; she rides the water so 

gracefully.

The heart of the matter; the mouth of the river.

The Sun came up upon the left,

Out of the sea came he!

And he shone bright, and on the right

Went down into the sea.

Prefix consists of one or more letters placed at the beginning of a word to create a derivative word:


fix/prefix   logical/illogical   happy/unhappy.


‘pre-’  ‘il-’   and ‘un-‘  are all prefixes.

Pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun.


Jason is a noun; his is a pronoun.


Other examples of pronouns are:  we, you, they.

Verbs, Nouns and Pronouns are all PARTS OF SPEECH.  Other Parts of Speech are ADJECTIVES, ADVERBS, PREPOSITIONS and

CONJUNCTIONS.

Preposition is a word that shows the relationship, or connection, between Nouns.


The kitten is in the box.


The kitten is beside the box.


The kitten is under the box.

Simile 

Describes something by comparing it to something else

e.g. The kitchen is as busy as a beehive

 is a phrase that describes one thing in terms of another.  A simile usually begins with like or as.


The air was so still, the lake was like glass.

‘like glass’ is a simile, comparing the surface of the lake to glass.

The greyhound moved as gracefully as a swallow in flight. 


‘as gracefully as a swallow in flight’ is a simile.

Synonyms are words that are similar in meaning.



small/little/tiny       quick/fast/speedy


small/large    quick/slow    high/low

Word Order

Word Order refers to the logical order of words in a sentence in order that the sentence be intelligible:


Door the lock make you sure.  Incorrect.  


Make sure you lock the door.  Correct.

ZE FUNNY ENGLISH LANGUAGE                                     

A Frenchman in England wanted to know the correct time, so he asked a nearby group of four Englishmen.



“I’m two,” said the first man.



“I’m two. too,” said the second man.



“I’m two to two,” said the third man.



“I’m two to two, too,” said the fourth.

“Ze funny English language,” said the Frenchman.  “Toot-to-toot toot.”

The past tense of ‘cry’ is ‘cried’; 

 

The past tense of ‘dry’ is ‘dried’;

 

The past tense of ‘try’ is ‘tried’.; 



And the past tense of ‘fry’ is ‘fried’,
                  

But the past tense of ‘fly’ is ‘flew’. 


Just as the past tense of ‘grow’ is ‘grew’,    

And the past tense of ‘blow’ is ‘blew’,                                             

Yet the past tense of ‘draw’ is ‘drew’

While the past tense of ‘claw’ is clawed’,                                      

And the past tense of ‘saw’ is ‘sawed’,

And the past tense of ‘paw’ is ‘pawed’.                                            

And the plural of ‘father’ is ‘fathers’,

And the plural of mother’is‘mothers ‘,’

And the plural of ‘sister’ is ‘sisters’,

Now the plural of ‘other’ is ‘others’,

And the plural of ‘brother’ is ‘brothers’, 

Yet this can also be ‘brethren’,

Now the plural of ‘house’ is ‘houses’,

And the plural of ‘spouse’ is ‘spouses’.

While the plural of ‘mouse’ is ‘mice’

And the plural of ‘louse’ is ‘lice’.           

As the plural of ‘child’ becomes ‘children’.

Now the past tense of ‘sing’ is ‘sang’, 

So, too, the plural of ‘man’ becomes ‘men’,

And the past tense of ‘wring’ is ‘rang’.                                                

And the plural of ‘woman’ is ‘women’.

Yet the past tense of ‘wring’ is ‘wrung’,                                              

But ‘chicken’ refers to but one chick

And the past tense of ‘cling’ is ‘clung’,                                               

It’s plural is ‘chicken’.

And the past tense of ‘fling’ is ‘flung’.                                              

Still, the plural of ‘ox’ is ‘oxen’,

But the past tense of ‘bring’ is ‘brought’.                                          

 Even though the plural of ‘box’ is ‘boxes’

While the past tense of ‘buy’ is ‘bought’,                                        

And the plural of ‘fox’ is ‘foxes’,

And the past tense of ‘seek’ is ‘sought’,                                              

Though the plural of ‘sock’ can be ‘socks’ or just ‘sox’.

So, too, the past tense of ‘teach’ is ‘taught’                                    

Now the plural of ‘food’ is ‘foods,’

And the past tense of ‘catch’ is ‘caught’,                                        

Though the plural of ‘foot’ becomes ‘feet’.

Even though the past tense of ‘hatch’ is ‘hatched’,                  

Still, the plural of ‘roof’ becomes ‘roofs’.

And the past tense of ‘patch’ is ‘patched’.                                      

Though the plural of ‘hoof’ is not ‘hoofs’.

Now the past tense of ‘pay’ is ‘paid’,                                               

No, the plural of ‘hoof’ is ‘hooves’.

And the past tense of ‘lay’ is ‘laid’.                                                  

And the plural of ‘loaf’ is ‘loaves’

And though the past tense of ‘say’ is ‘said’                                

We pronounce it as ‘sed’.                                                                           

While the plural of’leaf’ is ‘leaves’,

And the plural of ‘wife’ is ‘wives’,

And while the past tense of ‘read’ is still’read’,                        

Yet again we pronounce it as ‘red’.                                                      

And the plural of ‘knife’ is ‘knives’.

Though some people think we have but one ‘life’,

Now the past tense of ‘play’ is ‘played’,                                       

Others think we may have many ‘lives’.

And the past tense of ‘stay’ is ‘stayed’,                                         

Still, the plural of ‘cliff’ remains ‘cliffs’

While the past tense of ‘go’ is ‘went’,                                               

And the plural of ‘reef’ remains ‘reefs’.

The past tense of ‘send’ is ‘sent’.                                                          

And the plural of ‘chief’ remains ‘chiefs’.

Now the past tense of’live’ is ‘lived’.                                                

Now, some words do not have a special plural -

Though the past tense of ‘give’ is ‘gave’.                                           

Words such as ‘scissors’ and ‘sheep’.

While the past tense of ‘take’ is ‘took’,                                        

While the plural of ‘fish’ may be ‘fish’ or ‘fishes’

And the past tense of ‘shake’ is ‘shook’.                                       

The plural of ‘dish’ will always be’dishes’.

Yet the past tense of ‘bake’ is ‘baked’                                              

Though the plural of ‘fruit’ may be ‘fruit’ or ‘fruits.

And the past tense of ‘rake’ is ‘raked’                                             

The plural for both ‘he’ and ‘she’ is ‘they’,

And the past tense of ‘brake’ is ‘braked’,                                       

While the plural for ‘him’ and ‘her’ becomes ‘them’.

Yet the past tense of ‘wake’ is ‘woke’,                                               

The plural for ‘you’ stays at ‘you’.

And the past tense of ‘break’ is ‘broke’.                                          

While the plural for ‘who’ stays at ‘who’.

While the past tense of ‘make’ is ‘made’.                                         

The plurals for “I’ and ‘me’ are ‘we’ and ‘us’.

And the past tense of ‘bid’ is ‘bade’.                                                 

With all these variation, what a fuss!

More oddities will you meet as time goes by.  Just learn them; you will find them not too hard as you try.
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