Nouns & Adjectives


ADJECTIVES   -   AD-JEC-TIVESˆ -   and  NOUNS  

An Adjective is a word that adds to the meaning of a Noun. 

Remember that:    A NOUN is the NAME of a PERSON, PLACE or THING.

Repeat the above sentence over and over again so that you cannot forget it.

There are FOUR KINDS OF NOUNS – 

COMMON Nouns, 

PROPER Nouns, 

COLLECTIVE  Nouns and 

ABSTRACT Nouns.

A COMMON NOUN refers to any  one of a number of things of the same kind, such as as:  “man”, “country”, “lake” or “cloud”.  “Common” comes from a Latin word meaning “shared by several”. 

A PROPER NOUN is a name for one particular thing.  “Proper” comes from a Latin word meaning “own”.   (Think of property;  somebody owns the property.)  Thus a Proper noun can be given to only one thing at a time; it is an owned name.  A Proper noun begins with a capital letter, as “John”, “Australia”.

A COLLECTIVE NOUN  is a name for a group of similar things,  the group forming one complete whole.  Example:  “There are many sheep in the field but there is only one flock of sheep.”  In this sentence sheep is a Common noun, because it may stand for any one and every  one sheep, but flock is a Collective noun, as it stands for all the sheep at once, and not for any one sheep  on its own.

An ABSTRACT NOUN is the name given to something which has no substance, that is, to something which  cannot be seen, heard, touched, smelled or tasted.  Examples are “poverty”,  “humility”,  “goodness”,  “laughter” and “hardness”.

We know that a stone is hard.  We know that iron is hard.  We know that a brick is hard.  We can speak of hardness as being a quality apart from the stone, the iron, and the brick, or any other object having the same quality.  We can put our hands on the stone, the iron and  the brick,, but there is nothing to see or touch when we think of hardness.  We can go to the store and buy some stones or bricks or iron, but we cannot buy any hardness  as it does not exist.  We can think of stones and iron and bricks as having substance, whereas hardness has no substance.  So, hardness is called an abstract noun.


Other examples are:  childhood, kingship, service, sight, fear, hope - and so on 

The following words are all nouns, as they refer to the names of PERSONS:

Tom. Dick. Harry, Jenny, Joan, Jean, Kenneth, William, Thomas, Ronald, Rita, Reg.

These nouns all begin with a capital letter, which shows they  are owned by somebody; they refer to a particular person, not just to anyone in general.

Words such as   man, woman, boy, girl, lad, lass, child, baby, person, people, are also nouns, but they are not owned by any particular person; the names are common to many people.  So these words are all common nouns.

Note especially that the names are words, not persons.  It is the words that are nouns, not the persons.

The following words are all nouns as they refer to the names of PLACES:

Perth,  Adelaide,  Midland, Stratton, Australia, Holland,  England, America, Timor.

Note that these nouns all begin with a capital letter.  This indicates that they are all owned names.  So they are all Proper nouns.

But words such as river, mountain, lake, road, street, town, country, village, city are names that belong to any number of such things, or places; they are common to many things.  So they are all called Common nouns.

Words such as  hill, tree, river, bank, house, table, chair, knife, spoon, eggs, hens, bed, cat, dog, are all nouns as they are the names of THINGS.  These names are common to a great many such things, so they are called Common nouns.

But names such as Swan River, Commonwealth Bank, Mount Everest,  Morrison Road, are Proper nouns, as the names refer to particular things;  they are owned names.

The following words are all nouns because they refer to the names of THINGS.

They are all nouns; each one names something:   chair, table, dishes, computer, knife, meal, car, dog, garden, cloud, flower, tree.  These names are all called Common nouns.
EXERCISE

1.  Read through the following paragraph. Then underline the nouns.  (There are 15 nouns altogether.)


Once upon a time, Hans Hannekemaaier, with a scythe on his back, came into the land near Edam Town where they make cheeses.  How he stared his eyes out!  The meadows were so lush and green, and the cows so big,  The farmers, long pipes in their mouths, were strolling about the fields with a lordly air.
2. Now make a list of all the nouns and beside each one write what kind of a noun it is – Common noun, Proper noun, Collective noun or Abstract noun.

Two of the nouns are worked for you.


Noun


Kind of Noun

1.  time


Abstract noun

2.  Hans Hannekemaaier
Proper noun

ADJECTIVES

An Adjective is a word that adds to the meaning of a Noun.  Say this over and over and over again so that you cannot forget it.
Sometimes a noun by itself does not give enough information.  Suppose you wanted to buy a pair of shoes, and said to the shop assistant, “I should like to buy a pair of shoes like those in the shop window.”  The assistant might say, “But there are over twenty pairs of shoes in the window.  Which ones would you like to buy?”  “I would like to buy the brown ones.”  “There are lots of brown shoes in the window.”  “I would like lace-up shoes.”  “What size would you like?”  “I would like size 10.”  The assistant goes to the window and selects a pair of size 10 lace-up brown shoes and brings them back to you.  “Are these the right shoes?”  “No!  No!”  you say, “Those shoes have plastic tops.  I want shoes with leather tops, but the soles can be plastic.”  “I think I know the shoes you want.  I will get them for you.”  The assistant comes back with another pair of shoes.  “Yes,” you say.  “Those are the shoes I want.  I will try them on to make sure they fit.”

As you can see, the assistant needs to know much more than that you want to buy a pair of shoes.  Much more information is needed.  But if you had said at first, “I would like to buy a pair of size10 brown lace-up shoes with leather tops and plastic soles,” then the assistant could have brought them to you at once.

That extra information is given through the use of Adjectives.  As you can see, adjectives add to the meaning and understanding of nouns.  But they do more than that; they narrow the choice, or application, of the noun.

So a better definition of an adjective is:  An Adjective is a word that both enlarges the meaning and narrows the application of a noun.  

Adding to, or enlarging, the meaning of a noun, is always accompanied by a narrowing of the application of the noun.  This is important.  Thus the noun “shoes”, without any adjectives added to it, could be applied to numerous pairs of shoes, but by adding adjectives, the meaning or description of the shoes is enlarged, but the choice or application is made much narrower.  But note that when we add adjectives to the noun, the meaning of the word “shoes” is not changed.  “Size 10 brown lace-up shoes with leather tops” still means all that  “shoes” means, and more.

A shorter definition is ​An adjective is a word that is used to qualify a noun.  (“Qualify” simply means “modify”.  Thus we can say that the adjective “brown” qualifies the noun “shoes.”)    
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