YEAR 12 SENIOR ENGLISH 

SEMESTER ONE 2000
THIS EXAM CONTAINS 2 SECTIONS:

Section One – Written comprehension

Section Two – The Essay

SUGGESTED WORKING TIME


Reading Time:


10 minutes


Section One:


  1 Hour


Section Two:


50 Minutes

Other Instructions:
· Section One contains 1 (ONE) text to read and 1 (ONE) question to respond to.

· Section Two consists of only 1 (ONE) essay question.

· You MUST attempt ALL sections on the answer paper provided.

Please write your name and your teacher’s name on EVERY piece of paper that you use.
SECTION ONE
Suggested working time :   1  Hour

On the following pages is an article from Choice magazine on video cassette recorders (VCRs).  Choice magazine is published by the Australian Consumers’ Association, an independent, non-profit organization established to provide consumers with information and advice on goods and services.

Use the information in the article to complete the following task:
A friend who now lives in another part of Australia has written to you stating that he or she is considering buying a VCR.

Your friend:

· Has a large video library of feature films and favourite TV programs

· Enjoys viewing films with friends, often pausing to view particular frames in detail

· Often records favourite TV programs

· Is able to spend no more than $390 on a new VCR

Write a letter or reply

· Summarising the arguments on favour of purchasing a new VCR and

· Advising your friend of which brand and model s/he should consider purchasing.  You should explain the reasons for your choice.  If necessary you should also point out ways in which the VCR you have recommended may not meet all his/her needs.

SECTION TWO
Suggested working time :   50 minutes

Many texts are popular with specific audiences because of the ideas, attitudes and values they present.  Some texts are criticised for presenting the audience with negative ideas, attitudes and values and others are praised for presenting positive ones.

Your task is to:
Write an essay about a text which you believe should be criticised or praised.
In your essay you should explain:

· The audience to which the text appeals

· Why you believe the text appeals to this particular audience

· The ideas, attitudes and values which are presented in the text

· Why you believe the ideas, attitudes and values in the text are positive or negative.

You may write about a book, a short story, a film, a television program or a feature article.

SUGGESTED ESSAY FORMAT

Introduction

Introduce the text that you will be discussing.  Provide a brief synopsis of it and state whether it deserves criticising or praising for the ideas, attitudes and values that it presents.

Main Body – Paragraph One

State who the audience is for your selected text and discuss why you believe this text appeals to this audience.

Main Body – Paragraph Two

State one of the key ideas, attitudes or values which is presented in the text and discuss why you believe it is either positive or negative.

Main Body – Paragraph Three

State another one of the key ideas, attitudes or values which is presented in the text and discuss why you believe it is either positive or negative.

*If time permits, write another main body paragraph like the one above*

Conclusion

Restate whether your selected text deserves praising or criticising for the ideas, attitudes and values that it presents and why it warrants this reaction.  Try to end in a generalised statements about why texts are popular with specific audiences.
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