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STRUCTURE OF THIS PAPER
	Section
	You Should Answer
	Suggested Working Time
	Proportion of Exam Total

	One
Written Comprehension
	Two compulsory questions
	80 minutes
	40%

	Two
Print Comment
	1 question from 

4 alternatives
	50 minutes
	30%

	Three
Non-print Comment
	1 question from

4 alternatives
	50 minutes
	30%


SECTION ONE:

WRITTEN COMPREHENSION

Suggested Working Time for Section 1:  80 Minutes

This section of the examination assesses your ability to read and understand texts and to comment on the techniques authors employ to create meaning and effects.

You must answer BOTH questions in  Section 1.

1. Identify the main themes/ideas of the following text.  Comment on the techniques used in the text to influence your perception of these themes and ideas.

YOUNG MAN IN VIETNAM

By Charles Coe

One of the company clerks stops by your tent and hands you two damp and very limp letters.  You read the return addresses and see that one is from a girl called Peggy that you knew back home.  She was always young and fresh and marvellously alive.  You liked to be with her because she could make you feel that way, too.  You wonder if she still could.  You put her letter aside and open the one from your father.

The rain drums hard on the roof of your tent.  The monsoons have begun.  It has rained steadily for ten days.  There is a sudden splash on the end of the footlocker you are sitting on.  A leak.  You move to your cot to read the letters.

You lie on your back on the cot and listen to the sheets of rain falling outside.  The rain is coming straight down, and you have rolled up the sides of the tent to get as much air as you can.  You feel the long ridges of the rubber air mattress pressing into your back.  You think of lying on the beach with Peggy.  You remember the taste of salt water in your mouth and how cold the wind felt until you dried off.  You remember talking with Peggy about the future and what your would do.  You remember how soft the touch of her hand was and how her hair used to get in the way when you kissed.  She would brush it aside and smile at your and laugh softly.  And how beautiful her eyes were.

You turn on your side and begin to read the letter from your father.  He has gotten a promotion and is thinking of buying a new house.  The weather in Connecticut has been very cold, and he has built a fire in the fireplace every night for the past week.  The dog and the cat are fine.  Your stepmother sends her regards.

You hear a curse through the drumbeat of the rain and look up and see a Marine sergeant struggling through the mud.  He stumbles and catches himself on a branch.  The mud sucks at his boots, and he moves very slowly as he starts off to make his rounds.  His squad is on the line, and he always takes a pack of extra food rations to them when he checks positions.  You can see the bulge of his pack under his poncho.  The pack makes him look like a humpback as he fights his way through the mud toward his men.

You open Peggy’s letter and hold it to your nose.  It still smells very faintly of her.  You wonder why girls always perfume their letters.  You take a deep breath and decide you don’t care why.  You like it.

She is still working in New York and writes a wonderful long letter telling you how she is decorating her apartment and how you would like the new painting a friend gave her.  She writes of the times you had together and how awful the war must be for you.  She tells you she bought a book of Robert Frost’s poetry for you and is sending it right away.

You put the letter down and stare into the wet greyness.  You want to hold her again very badly.

A drop of water splashes on your chest, and you sit up suddenly – startled.  Another leak.  You get up and kick your footlocker but the leak doesn’t stop.

The locker smells mouldy, and everything is damp to the touch.  You can’t find the ten-patching kit, so you move your cot away from the leak and begin to read again.

Two rifle shots cut through the wetness.  You grab your pistol belt and sling it over your shoulder and begin to run toward the area where the shots come from.

The pounding rain soaks you in the few seconds.  The mud grabs at your boots and tries to hold you back.  You are aware only of the mud.  You hear more shots and a machine gun opens up ahead of you.  Form the sound it makes, you can tell it’s one of yours.

As you reach your lines, you see a Marine walking toward you very slowly.  His face is twisted and he looks like he has been crying, but it’s too wet to tell.  You recognise him as one of the sergeant’s men, and you slow down to ask him about the shots.

He holds up the sergeant’s empty ration pack, and you can see two bullet holes – about ten inches apart – cut neatly though it.

“Dead”, is all he says.

You see two Marines carrying the sergeant’s body back towards the Command Post.  Another Marine is dragging the body of the enemy sniper who killed the sergeant.

The rain feels very cold.  You look down as the men carry the body past you.  You realise you have been holding Peggy’s letter in your left hand the whole time.  The ink is hopelessly blurred.  You crumple it into a ball and drop it into the mud and begin to walk back to your tent.

2. What ideas are presented in the following text?  What persuasive techniques are used in this text to convince you of these things?
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For some people, being part of the McDonald’s crew is a great way to get on-the-job experience, and make some extra cash.  But for thousands of others, it’s a chance to build a career and seize opportunities in one of the world’s most successful organisations.


And for those ambitious crew, McDonald’s has a commitment to training and promoting from
within.  Every employee has the same chance to advance through the management ranks, with on the job training and further development at the McDonald’s Management Training Centre, Thornleigh, NSW.  Courses at the Centre provide training in financial administration, purchasing, community relations and people management (just to name a few), as well as burger cooking of course.


So you see, it really is more than part-time burgers and fries. It’s an experience based on teamwork, discipline, pride and progress.  And that’s got to be fulfilling.
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SECTION TWO:

PRINT COMMENT
Suggested working time for Section Two:
50 Minutes

In this section of the examination you are required to write an essay which refers in detail to at least one PRINT text.  Where appropriate you may make references to other texts, either in print or non-print.

In this section you are not permitted to write on the Comprehension Passages from Section One.
Choose ONE of the following PRINT COMMENT questions.

___________________________________________________________________________________

1. “Most literature teaches the reader something about human nature and the values of society”

Discuss this in relation to a literary text you have studied.

2. Characters in literary texts are constructions.  Authors use character to deliver particular ideas, attitudes and values to the audience.  Comment

3. Authors of written texts manipulate audience response to issues through careful use of techniques and conventions.  Comment on  this in relation to a print text studied.

4. Autobiographies present us with ways of seeing people, places and events.  Comment on the representation of these in a autobiography you have studied.

SECTION THREE:

NON-PRINT COMMENT
Suggested working time for Section Three:

50 Minutes

In this section of the examination you are required to write an essay which refers in detail to at least one NON-PRINT text.  Where appropriate you may make intertextual references to other texts, either print of non-print.

Choose ONE of the following NON-PRINT COMMENT questions.

___________________________________________________________________________________

1. “We are not critical of what we see on TV”.  Comment.

2. Stereotyping, while a necessary aspect of narration, can reflect social inequities.

Discuss the stereotyping within a TV drama you have studied.

3. Techniques and conventions are used in TV drama to enhance the dramatic content and keep viewers watching.

4. TV dramas reflect the values of their target audience.

Discuss in relation to a TV drama you have studied.

END OF PAPER
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